FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
to come down again after the War, when the
younger men returned to the mines. The coun-
tries on the other hand which produced no coal
found during the War that they could get next
to no coal at all, and had to pay exorbitantly for
what little they got* Hence countries like Norway
and Switzerland (and subsequently Italy and
Austria) were driven to develop their water-
power as well as their scanty resources in coal.
When coal prices fell again (a process which was
delayed for a time by the French invasion of the
Ruhr), their coal mines mostly ceased to be oper-
ated, but their water-power installations, which
are not expensive to work once they are set up,
have permanently restricted the demand for coal.
The same effect was produced by the cessation
of the lavish non-productive demand for coal for
the moving of armies and the making of muni-
tions, by the failure of trade and of industrial
production (thanks to the economic follies of the
Peace Treaties) to recover their pre-War dimen-
sions, and by the growing substitution of oil for
~oal as a propellant for ships.
Now the normal economic consecjuence of the
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